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Watchdog: Federal anti- terror unit investigated journalists 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
special Customs and Bor- 
der Protection unit used 
sensitive government da- 
tabases intended to track 
terrorists to investigate as 
many as 20 U.S.-based jour- 
nalists, including a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Associated 
Press reporter, according 
to a federal watchdog. 
Yahoo News, which pub- 
lished an extensive re- 
port on the investigation, 
also found that the unit, 
the Counter Network Divi- 
sion, queried records of 
congressional staffers and 
perhaps members of Con- 
gress. 

Jeffrey Rambo, an agent 
who acknowledged _ run- 
ning checks on journalists 
in 2017, told federal inves- 
tigators the practice is rou- 


tine. "When aname comes _ tions, said in a statement. 
across your desk you run it Continued on next page 
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through every system you 
have access too, that's just 
status quo, that's what eve- 
ryone does, Rambo was 
quoted by Yahoo News as 
saying. 

The AP obtained a redact- 
ed copy of a more than 
500-page report by the 
Homeland Security Depart- 
ments insoector general 
that included the same 
statement, but with the 
soeakers name blacked 
out. The border protection 
agency is part of Home- 
land Security. 

The revelations raised 
alarm in news organizations 
and prompted a demand 
for a full explanation. “We 
are deeply concerned 
about this apparent abuse 
of power,” Lauren Easton, 
AP's director of media rela- 
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Border Patrol agents hold a news conference prior to a media tour of a new U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection temporary facility near the Donna International Bridge in Donna, Texas, May 2, 
2019. 
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"This appears to be an ex- 
ample of journalists being 
targeted for simply doing 
their jobs, which is a vio- 
lation of the First Amend- 
ment.” 

In its own statement, Cus- 
toms and Border Protection 
did not specifically address 
the investigation, but said, 
"CBP vetting and investiga- 
tory operations, including 
those conducted by the 
Counter Network Division, 
are strictly governed by 
well-established protocols 
and best practices. CBP 
does not investigate indi- 
viduals without a legitimate 
and legal basis to do so." 
An employee at Storymak- 
ers Coffee Roasters, a small 
storefront shop Rambo 
owns in San Diego's Barrio 
Logan neighborhood, said 
Saturday that Rambo was 
not immediately available 
to comment. He lives in San 
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A U.S. Department of Homeland Security plaque is displayed a 
podium as international passengers arrive at Miami internation- 
al Airport where they are screened by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Nov. 20, 2020, in Miami. 


Diego. The new disclosures 
are just the latest examples 
of federal agencies using 
their power to examine the 
contacts of journalists and 
others. 

Earlier this year Attorney 
General Merrick Garland 
formally prohibited  pros- 
ecutors from seizing the re- 
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cords of journalists in leak 
investigations, with limited 
exceptions, reversing years 
of department policy. That 
action came after an out- 
cry over revelations that 
the Trump Justice Depart- 
ment had obtained re- 
cords belonging to journal- 
ists, aS well as Democratic 
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members of Congress and 
their aides and a former 
White House counsel, Don 
McGahn. 

During the Obama admin- 
istration, federal investiga- 
tors secretly seized phone 
records for some. report- 
ers and editors at the AP. 
Those seizures involved of- 
fice and home lines as well 
as cellohones. 

Rambo's and the unit's 
use of the databases was 
more extensive than previ- 
ously known. The inspector 
general referred possible 
criminal charges for misus- 
ing government databases 
and lying to investigators, 
but the Justice Depart- 
ment declined fo prose- 
cute Rambo and two other 
Homeland Security em- 
ployees. 

Rambo complained to Ya- 
hoo News that Customs 
and Border Protection has 
not stood by him and that 
he has been unfairly por- 
trayed in news reports. 
"What none of these arti- 
cles identify me as, is a law 
enforcement officer who 
was cleared of wrongdo- 
ing, who actually had a 
true purpose to be doing 
what | was doing," he said, 
“and CBP refuses to ac- 
knowledge that, refuses to 
admit that, refuses to make 
that wrong right." 

Rambo had — previously 
been identified as the 
agent who accessed the 
travel records of reporter 
Ali Watkins, then working 
for Politico, and questioned 
her about confidential 
sources. Watkins now writes 
for The New York Times. 
Rambo was assigned to the 
border agency unit, part 
of the National Targeting 
Center in Sterling, Virginia, 
in 2017. He told investiga- 
tors he initially aoproached 
Watkins as part of a broad- 
er effort to get reporters to 
write about forced labor 
around the world as a na- 
tional security issue. 

He also described similar ef- 
forts with AP reporter Mar- 
tha Mendoza, according 
To an unredacted summary 
obtained by Yahoo News. 
Rambo's unit "was able to 
vet MENDOZA as a reputa- 
ble reporter,” the summary 
said, before trying to estab- 
lish a relationshio with her 
because of her expertise in 
writing about forced labor. 
Mendoza won her second 


ie 1 BYANA 


Pulitzer Prize in 2016 as part 
of a team that reported on 
slave labor in the fishing in- 
dustry in Southeast Asia. 
Dan White, Rambo's super- 
visor in Washington, told in- 
vestigators that his unit ran 
Mendoza through multiple 
databases, and "CBP dis- 
covered that one of the 
oOhone numbers on Men- 
doza's phone was con- 
nected with a terrorist," Ya- 
hoo News reported. White's 
case also was referred for 
orosecution and declined. 
InN response, AP's Easton 
said, "The Associated Press 
demands an immediate 
explanation from U.S. Cus- 
toms and Border Protection 
as to why journalists includ- 
ing AP investigative report- 
er Martha Mendoza were 
run through databases 
used to track terrorists and 
identified as potential con- 
fidential informant recruits." 
It was Rambo's outreach 
to Watkins that led to the 
insoector general's investi- 
gation. While he ostensibly 
sought her out to further 
his work on forced labor, 
Rambo quickly turned the 
focus to a leak investiga- 
tion. Rambo even gave it 
aname, "Operation Whistle 
Pig, for the brand of whis- 
key he drank when he met 
Watkins at a Washington, 
D.C., bar in June 2017. 

The only person charged 
and convicted stemming 
from Rambo's efforts — Is 
James Wolfe, a former se- 
curity director for the Sen- 
ate Intelligence Commit- 
tee who had a personal 
relationshio with Watkins. 
Wolfe pleaded guilty to ly- 
ing to the FBI about his con- 
tacts with reporters. 

In the course of Conversa- 
tions with FBI agents, Ram- 
bo was questioned exten- 
sively about his interest in 
Watkins. He used the travel 
records to confront her 
about her relationship with 
Wolfe, asserting that Wolfe 
was her source for stories. 
Watkins acknowledged 
the relationship, but insisted 
Wolfe did not provide infor- 
mation for her stories. Ram- 
bo said Watkins was not the 
only reporter whose records 
he researched through 
government databases, 
though he maintained in 
his interviews with the FBI 
that he was looking only at 
whether Wolfe was provid- 
ing classified information.L) 
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California governor wants Texas-like law to ban assault guns 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom on — Saturday 
pledged to empower pri- 
vate citizens to enforce a 
ban on the manufacture 
and sale of assault weap- 
ons in the state, citing the 
same authority claimed by 
conservative lawmakers in 
Texas to outlaw most abor- 
tions once a heartbeat is 
detected. 

California has banned the 
manufacture and sale of 
many assauli-style weadp- 
ons for decades. A federal 
judge overturned that ban 
in June, ruling if was uncon- 
stitutional and drawing the 
ire of the state's Democrat- 
ic leaders by comparing 
the popular AR-15 rifle to a 
Swiss Army knife as "good 
for both home and battle." 
California's ban remained 
in place while the state ap- 


pealed. 
Meanwhile, Republican 
lawmakers in Texas. this 


year passed a law ban- 
ning abortions after a fe- 
tal heartbeat is detected, 
which normally occurs at 
about six weeks into preg- 
nancy. The Texas law allows 
private citizens to enforce 
the ban, empowering them 
to sue abortion clinics and 
anyone else who “aids and 
abets' with the procedure. 
Friday, the U.S. Supreme 
Court allowed the Texas 
law to remain in effect 
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California Gov. Gavin Newsom addresses reporters after beating back the recall that aimed to 
remove him from office, at the John L. Burton California Democratic Party headquarters in Sacra- 
mento, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021. 


while abortion clinics sue 
to block it. That decision in- 
censed Newsom, a Demo- 
crat who supports abortion 
rights. 

"lf states can now shield 
their laws from review by 
the federal courts that 
compare assault weapons 
to Swiss Army knives, then 
California will use that au- 
thority to protect people's 
lives, where Texas used It to 
put women in harm's way,’ 
Newsom said in a. state- 
ment released by his office 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday. 


Newsom said he has di- 
rected his staff to work with 
the state's Legislature and 
its Democratic attorney 
general to pass a law that 
would let private citizens 
sue to enforce California's 
ban on. assault weadp- 
ons. Newsom said people 
who sue could win up to 
$10,000 per violation plus 
other costs and attorneys 
fees against "anyone who 
manufactures, distributes, 
or sells an assault weapon’ 
in California. 

lf the most efficient way 
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to keep these devastating 
weapons off our streets is 
to add the threat of private 
lawsuits, we should do just 
that," Newsom said. 

The legal fight over the 
Texas abortion law has fo- 
cused on ifs unusual struc- 
ture and whether it improp- 
erly limits how the law can 
be challenged in court. 
Texas lawmakers handed 
responsibility for enforcing 
the law fo private citizens, 
rather than state officials. 
The case raised a complex 
set of issues Gbout who, if 





anyone, can sue over the 
law in federal court, the 
typical route for challenges 
to abortion restrictions. 
Newsom's gun proposal 
would first have to pass 
California's state Legislature 
before it could become 
law. The Legislature is not in 
session now and is sched- 
uled to reconvene in Janu- 
ary. It Usually takes about 
eight months for new bills 
to pass the Legislature, bar- 
ring special circumstances. 
State Sen. Brian Dahle, a 
Republican from Bieber, 
would oppose the plan but 
oredicted it could probably 
oass California's Democrat- 
ic-dominated state Legisla- 
ture. He said the proposal 
was most likely a stunt for 
Newsom to win favor with 
his progressive base of vot- 
ers ahead of a possible run 
for president in the future. 
"The right to bear arms is 
different than the right to 
have an abortion. The right 
to have an abortion is not a 
constitutional amendment. 
So | think he's way off base," 
Dahle said. "| think he's just 
Using If aS GN Opportunity to 
grandstand." 

But Newsom's Saturday 
night declaration is a ful- 
filed prophecy for some 
gun rights groups who 
had predicted progressive 
states would attempt to 
use Texas’ abortion law to 
restrict access to guns.l) 





Sequoia National Park opens Giant 


SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, 
Calif. (AP) — Sequoia Na- 
tional Park will reopen its 
Giant Forest area on Satur- 
day, three months after a 
Northern California wildfire 
prompted extraordinary ef- 
forts to protect the grove 
and destroyed thousands 
of other redwoods. 

The Giant Forest will be 
open during daylight hours 
on Saturday and Sunday 
and after that if will open 
from Thursdays through 
Sundays. The grove will go 
to a seven-day schedule 
between Christmas and 
New Year's if winter weath- 
er allows, the park said. 
Visitors were warned to 
bring their own food and 
water since none Is avail- 
able in the grove. 


The Giant Forest includes 
the General Sherman tree, 
the largest living thing on 
earth by volume. The grove 
had been closed since 
mid-September, when a 
fire complex caused by 
lightning tore through the 
Sierra Nevada. 

Fire crews took extreme 
measures to protect the 
largest and oldest trees 
in the Giant Forest. They 
wrapped trunks in a fire-re- 
sistant foil, set Up sprinklers, 
raked flammable matter 
from around the trees and 
dropped fire-retardant gel 
onto the tree canopies, 
some of them 200 feet (60 
meters) above ground. 
The measures heloed save 
the Giant Forest but they 
couldnt be deployed ev- 


erywhere. 

Fires in Sequoia National 
Park and surrounding Se- 
quoia National Forest tore 
through more than a third 
of groves in California and 
torched an estimated 2,261 
to 3,637 sequoias, park of- 
ficials said. 

Nearby wildfires last year 
killed an unprecedented 
7,000 to 10,400 giant se- 
quoias that are only native 
in about 7O groves scat- 
tered along the western 
side of the Sierra Nevada 
range. 

Losses now account for 
13% to 19% of the 75,000 se- 
quoias greater than 4 feet 
(1.2 meters) in diameter. 
The trees are reliant on 
periodic low-intensity fire 
and were once seen as 
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that survived fire 


A giant sequoia, right, shows blackened scarring from the forest 
fire, seen during a media tour of Redwood Canyon Friday, Oct. 
15, 2021 in Kings Canyon National Park, Calif. 


fire-resistant. But fires that 
have become more severe 
as climate change has 
brought hotter droughts 
and fires have torn through 
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dozens of groves in the Si- 
erra Nevada mountains in 
the past six years, killing the 
giants in large numbers for 
the first time.) 
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DYLAN LOVAN 

MAYFIELD, Ky. (AP) — Work- 
ers on the night shift at 
Mayfield Consumer Prod- 
ucts were in the heart of 
the holiday rush, turning out 
Christmas candles, when a 
tornado closed in on the 
factory and the word went 
out to "duck and cover." 
Autumn Kirks pulled down 
hersafety googles and took 
shelter, tossing aside wax 
and fragrance buckets to 
make room. She glanced 
away from her boyfriend, 
Lannis Ward, and when she 
looked back, he was gone. 
On Sunday, he was among 
scores of people missing 
and feared dead in the 
rubble of the factory. 

With Kentucky's governor 
warning that the state's 
death toll from the tornado 
outbreak Friday night in 
Mayfield and other com- 
munities could exceed 100, 
Kirks and others waited 
in agony for news of their 
loved ones while the res- 
cue effort grew bleaker by 
the hour. 

"Not knowing Is worse 
than knowing right now," 
she said. "I'm trying to stay 
strong. It's very hard right 
now.. 

Forty of the 110 people 
who were inside the fac- 
tory were pulled out soon 
after the twister struck, Qu- 
thorities said. Rescuers had 
to crawl over the dead to 
get to the living at a disas- 
ter scene that smelled like 
scented candles. 

But by the time churchgo- 
ers gathered Sunday morn- 
ing to pray for the lost, more 
than 24 hours had elapsed 
since anyone had been 
found alive. 

"It'll be a miracle if we pull 
anybody else out of that. 
It's now 15 feet deep of 


Paul Revere family artifacts found 


CANTON, Mass. (AP) — 
Artifacts once owned by 
Paul Revere's family are up 
for auction. 


The items were found in the 
attic of a home in Canton, 
Massachusetts believed to 
have been owned by the 
family of the legendary 
Revolutionary War figure, 
The Boston Globe reports. 





In this aerial photo, a collapsed factory and surrounding areas are seen in Mayfield, Ky., Sun- 
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day, Dec. 12, 2021. Tornadoes and severe weather caused catastrophic damage across multiple 
states Friday, killing several people overnight. 


steel and cars on top of 
where the roof was," Gov. 
Andy Beshear said on CNN. 
“Just tough." 

Kentucky was the worst-hit 
state by far in an Unusual 
mid-December swarm. of 
twisters across the Midwest 
and the South that leveled 
entire communities and left 
at least 14 people dead in 
four other states. 

| can tell you from reports 
that I've received | know 
we've lost more than 80 
Kentuckians. That number 
is going to exceed more 
than 100," Beshear said. 
‘lve got towns that are 
gone, that are just, | mean 
gone. My dad's hometown 


They include tools such 
wrought iron calipers, let- 
ters and other personal 
items. There's also an ac- 
count book belonging fo 
Paul Revere's descendants 
and a sign painted black 
bearing the name of Paul 
Revere's son, Joseph W. 
ReVele. 

John Mclinnis Auctioneers 


— half of it isn't standing. It 
is hard for me to describe. 
| know people can see the 
visuals, but that goes on for 
12 blocks or more in some 
of these places." 

He said that going door to 
door in search of victims is 
out of the question in the 
hardest-hif areas: "There 
are no doors." With after- 
noon high temperatures 
forecast only in the 40s, 
tens of thousands of peo- 
ple were without power. 
Kirks said she and her boy- 
friend were about 10 feet 
apart in a hallway when 
someone said to take cov- 
er. Suddenly, she saw sky 
and lightning where a wall 


in Amesbury Is selling the 
items as a single lot in an 
auction that runs from Fri- 
day to Saturday. The auc- 
tion house estimates the 
items could fetch between 
$1,000 and $2,000. 

Owner John Mclinnis told 
the Globe that the sign Is 
likely related to the casing 
company the Revere fam- 
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had been, and Ward had 
vanished. 

lL remember taking my eyes 
off of him for a second, and 
then he was gone. | don't 
know where he went, don't 
have any idea," she said. 
Kirks was at a ministry cen- 
ter where people gathered 
to seek information about 
the missing. 

“It was indescribable," Pas- 
tor Joel Cauley said of the 
disaster scene. ‘If was al- 
most like you were in a twi- 
light zone. You could smell 
the aroma of candles, and 
you could hear the cries of 
people for helo. Candle 
smells and all the sirens is 
not something | ever ex- 
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the same time." 

The tornado that carved 
the path of destruction in 
Kentucky touched down 
for an extraordinary and 
potentially record-breaking 
distance of more than 200 
miles (320 kilometers). Elev- 
en people were reported 
killed in and around Bowl- 
ing Green alone. 

The storm was all the more 
remarkable because it 
came in December, when 
normally colder weather 
limits tornadoes. 

The outbreak also killed at 
least six people in Illinois, 
where an Amazon distribu- 
tion center in Edwardsville 
was hit; four in Tennessee; 
two in Arkansas, where 
Qa nursing home was de- 
stroyed and the governor 
said workers shielded resi- 
dents with their own bod- 
ies; and two in Missouri. 
Debris from destroyed 
buildings and shredded 
trees covered the ground 
in Mayfield, a city of about 
10,000 in western Ken- 
tucky. Twisted sheet metal, 
downed power lines and 
wrecked vehicles lined 
the streets. Windows were 
blown out and roofs torn off 
the buildings that were still 
standing. 

In the shadows of their 
crumpled church sanctvu- 
aries, two congregations 
in Mayfield came together 
on Sunday to pray for those 
who were lost. Members of 
First Christian Church and 
First Presbyterian Church 
met in a parking lot sur- 
rounded by rubble, piles of 
broken bricks and metal. 
"Our little town will never 
be the same, but we're re- 
silient,” Laura McClendon 
said. "We'll get there, but 
it's going to take a long 
time."L) 


in attic up for auction 


ily owned in Canton, a Bos- 
ton suburb. 

Revere was famed for his 
midnight ride on April 18, 
1775, in which he warned 
the American colonial mi- 
litia that the British Army 
was approaching ahead 
of the battles of Lexing- 
ton and Concord. The ride 
was immortalized in Henry 


Wadsworth —Longfellow's 
1861 poem, "Paul Revere's 
Ride." 

Revere was born and lived 
mostly in Boston. He pur- 
chased a home in Canton 
in 1801 and later opened 
the Revere Copper Com- 
pany on the land, and his 
descendants built other 
operations there.) 
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By JILL LAWLESS 

LIVERPOOL, England (AP) 
— The Group of Seven 
economic powers told Rus- 
sia on Sunday to "de-es- 
calate" its military buildup 
near the Ukrainian border, 
warming that an invasion 
would have "massive con- 
sequences and inflict se- 
vere economic pain on 
Moscow. 

Foreign ministers from the 
United States, Britain and 
the rest of the G-7, joined 
by the European Union's 
foreign affairs chief, issued 
q joint statement declaring 
themselves "united in our 
condemnation of Russia's 
military buildup and ag- 
gressive rhetoric towards 
Ukraine." 

The G-7 called on Russia to 
“de-escalate, pursue diplo- 
matic channels, and abide 
by its international com- 
mitments on transparency 
of military activities," and 
praised Ukraine's "restraint." 
"Any use of force to change 
borders is strictly prohib- 
ited under — international 
law. Russia should be in no 
doubt that further military 
aggression against Ukraine 
would have massive con- 
sequences and severe cost 
in response,’ the statement 
said. 

Russia's movement of 
weapons and troops to the 
border region dominated 
weekend talks among for- 
eign ministers from the G-7 
wealthy democracies in 
the English city of Liverpool. 
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G7 warns Russia of ‘massive’ consequences if Ukraine invaded 
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G7 Foreign and Development Ministers pose for a group photo in Liverpool, England Sunday, Dec. 
12, 2021. From left, Italy's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Marina Sereni, German Federal Minis- 
ter for Economic Cooperation and Development Svenja Schuize, Phillippines Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs Teodoro L Locsin Jr, Germany's Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, Italy's Foreign Minister 
Luigi Di Maio, Britain's Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Canada's 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Melanie Joly, Canada's Minister of International Development Harjit Saj- 
jan, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs Josep Borrell and Brunei Darussalam's 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Dato Erywan Pehin Yusof. 


The U.S. and it allies worry 
that the buildup could be 
orecursor to an invasion, 
and have vowed fo inflict 
heavy sanctions on Russia's 
economy if that happens. 
Moscow denies having any 
plans to attack Ukraine and 
accuses Kyiv of ifs own al- 
legedly aggressive designs. 
British Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss, the conference host, 
said the G-7 was sending a 
“oowertul signal to our ad- 
versaries and our allies." 
The statement promised 


a “common and compre- 
hensive response" but con- 
tained no details. Truss said 
the G-7 was "considering alll 
options’ when it came to 
economic sanctions. U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said on NBC's "Meet 
the Press’ that “we are pre- 
oared to take the kinds of 
steps we've refrained from 
taking in the past" if Russia 
didn't step back. 

The U.S. and its allies have 
played down talk of a mili- 
tary response to defend 
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Ukraine, with efforts focus- 
Ing on tough = sanctions 
that would hit the Russian 
economy, rather than just 
individuals. 

In the U.S., reporters asked 
President Joe Biden on Sat- 
urday about the possibility 
of sending combat troops 
to Ukraine, and he said 
that idea was never con- 
sidered. "Are you ready to 
send American troops into 
war and go into Ukraine to 
fight Russians on the battle- 
field2" he said. 


Biden, who spoke to Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin 
on a video call last week, 
said he had made clear 
that in the event of an in- 
vasion, 'the economic con- 
sequences for his economy 
are going to be devastat- 
ing. Devastating." 

Truss said Biden had made 
clear to Putin that the U.S. 
stance "carries the support 
of the G-7 countries as a 
whole. And that should be 
very concerning for Vladi- 
mir Putin." 

China's muscle-flexing in 
the Indo-Pacific region and 
the ailing Iran nuclear deal 
were also on the agenda 
for the meeting of top dip- 
lomats from the U.K., the 
United States, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy and 
Japan at the dockside Mu- 
seum of Liverpool. 

Getting a unified resoonse 
to global crises from the 
G-7, a group of countries 
with disparate interests, has 
often proved tough. 
Germany plans on. get- 
ting gas from Russia soon 
through the contentious 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline, 
which bypasses Ukraine — 
though Blinken said if was 
hard to see the pipeline be- 
coming operational "if Rus- 
sia has renewed its aggres- 
sion on Ukraine, if it takes 
renewed action." 

"So | think President Putin 
has to factor that in, too, 
as he's thinking about what 
he's going to do next, he 
said.L] 





Spanish island volcano 


MADRID (AP) — A volca- 
nic eruption in Spain's Ca- 
nary Islands shows no sign 
of ending after 85 days, 
becoming the island of La 
Palma's longest eruption on 
record Sunday. 

The eruption has surged 
and ebbed since it first be- 
gan spewing lava on Sept. 
19. If has since destroyed 
almost 3,000 local buildings 
and forced several thou- 
sand people to abandon 
their homes. 

On Sunday, after several 
days of low-level activ- 
ity, the Cumbre Vieja vol- 
cano suddenly sprang to 
life again, producing loud 
explosions and blowing a 


vast cloud of ash high into 


the sky. 
Scientists say volcanic 
eruptions are unpredict- 


able. Spanish experts had 
initially said the La Palma 
eruption could last up to 
three months. 

Mariano Hernandez, the 
island's senior government 
official, described the vol- 
cano as "stable" in recent 
days. 

"The fact is that all the key 
indicators have been low," 
he told Spanish public 
broadcaster RIVE. “But the 
scientists won't say exactly 
when it might come to an 
end." 

He said experts continue to 


eruption hits 


measure the number and 
magnitude of earthquakes 
in the area and local sulfur 
dioxide levels. 

From Saturday to Sunday, 
authorities recorded 24 
earthquakes, but none was 
felt by local people. 
Despite the damage, no in- 
juries or deaths have been 
directly linked to the erup- 
tion. Much of the area cov- 
ered by rivers of lava, which 
are dumping molten rock 
into the sea, Is farmland. 
Life has continued largely 
as normal on most of La 
Palma, where a_ section 
of the southwestern side is 
hardest hit. 

The volcanic Canary Is- 





local record of 85 days 


A soccer field is covered by black ashes as lava flows from the 
volcano, on the Canary island of La Palma, Spain, Monday, 
Dec. 6 2021. 


lands, which are a favorite 
warm weather vacation 


Associated Press 


site for Europeans, lie off Af- 
rica's northwest coast.) 
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Satellite | images, it al suggest lranian sated launch coming 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — Iran appears to 
be preparing for a space 
launch as negotiations 
continue in Vienna over its 
tattered nuclear deal with 
world powers, according 
to an expert and satellite 
images. 

The likely blast off at Iran's 
Imam Khomeini Spaceport 
comes as Iranian state me- 
dia has offered a list of up- 
coming planned satellite 
launches in the works for 
the Islamic Republic's civil- 
ian space program, which 
has been beset by a series 
of failed launches. lran's 
paramilitary Revolutionary 
Guard runs its own parallel 
program that successfully 
out a satellite into orbit last 
yeor. 

Conducting a launch amid 
the Vienna talks fits the 
hard-line posture struck by 
Tehran's negotiators, who 
already described six pre- 
vious rounds of diplomacy 
as a ‘draft," exasperating 
Western nations. Germa- 
ny's new foreign minister 
has gone as far as to warn 
that "time is running out for 
Us at this point." 

But all this fits into a re- 
newed focus on space by 
lran's hard-line President 
Ebrahim Raisi, said Jeffrey 
Lewis, an expert at the 
James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies at 
the Middlebury Institute of 





In this satellite photo by Planet Labs Inc., a support vehicle stands parked alongside a massive 
white gantry that typically houses a rocket on the launch pad as activity is seen at the Imam Kho- 
meini Spaceport in Semnan province, Iran, Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021. 


International Studies who 
studies Tehran's program. 
With Iran's former President 
Hassan Rouhani who shep- 
herded the nuclear deal 
out of office, concerns 
about alienating the talks 
with launches that the U.S. 
asserts aids Tehran's ballistic 
missile program likely have 
faded. 

‘They're not walking on 
eggshells," Lewis said. "l 
think Raisi's people have a 
new balance in mind." 
lranian state media did not 
acknowledge the activity 
at the soaceport and Iran's 
mission to the United Na- 
tions did not respond to a 


request for comment. The 
U.S. military, which tracks 
soace launches, did not re- 
soond to requests for com- 
ment. 

Satellite images taken Sat- 
urday by Planet Labs Inc. 
obtained by The Associ- 
ated Press show activity at 
the soaceport in the desert 
plains of Iran's rural Semnan 
province, some 240 kilome- 
ters (150 miles) southeast of 
Tehran. 

A support vehicle stood 
parked alongside a mas- 
sive white gantry that typi- 
cally houses a rocket on 
the launch pad. That sup- 
port vehicle has appeared 


Associated Press 


in other satellite photos 
at the site just ahead of a 
launch. Also visible is a hy- 
draulic crane with a railed 
platform, also seen before 
previous launches and 
likely Used to service the 
rocket. 

Other satellite images in 
recent days at the space- 
port have shown an. in- 
crease in the number of 
cars at the facility, another 
sign of heightened activ- 
ity that typically precedes 
a launch. A building also 
believed to be the "check- 
out" facility for a rocket has 
seen increased activity as 
well, Lewis said. 
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"This is fairly traditional pre- 
launch activity," he told the 
AP. 

The activity comes after 
lran's state-run IRNA news 
agency on Dec. 5 pub- 
lished an article saying its 
space program had four 
satellites ready for launch. 
It described one, the low- 
orbit imaging satellite Zafar 
2, aS being "Under the final 
ohase of preparation." Za- 
far, which means "victory" 
in Farsi, weighs some 113 ki- 
lograms (250 pounds). 

The Zafar 1, however, failed 
to enter orbit after a Feb- 
ruary 2020 launch at the 
soaceport. That launch 
used a Simorgh, or "Phoe- 
nix," rocket, but it failed to 
out the satellite into orbit at 
the correct soeed, accora- 
ing to Iranian officials at the 
time. lran had spent just un- 
der 2 million euros to build 
the satellite. 

lran's. civilian space pro- 
gram has seen a series of 
setbacks and fatal explo- 
sions plague it in recent 
years. One mysterious blast 
even caught the attention 
of then-President Donald 
Trump in 2019, who tweet- 
ed out what appeared to 
be a classified U.S. spy sat- 
ellite picture of the explo- 
sion's aftermath with the 
caption: "The United States 
of America was not in- 
volved in the catastrophic 
accident.'L] 





israel to remove security detail for Netanyahu family 





Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his wife Sarah 
casts their votes at a voting station in Jerusalem, Sept. 17, 2019. 
Associated Press 


JERUSALEM (AP) — An Israe- 
li parliamentary committee 
voted Sunday fo stop pro- 


jamin 


viding personal security for 


former prime minister Ben- 
Netanyahu's wife 


and adult sons, six months 
after the longtime leader 
was ousted from power. 
The decision, which goes 
into effect Monday, came 
despite pleas from Netan- 
yahu that his family is regu- 
larly subjected to threats 
on their lives. 

Netanyahu was unseated 
from the prime minister's 
office in June after a con- 
stellation of political parties 
United in their opposition 
to him succeeded in form- 
iINg a government without 
his long-ruling Likud party. 
The one-time leader, who 
served as prime minister 
for 12 consecutive years, Is 
now the opposition leader 
and continues to have a 
state-issued security detail. 
Under standard proce- 


dures, security and a chauf- 
feured vehicle are granted 
to the family of a former 
orime minister for the first 
six months after he leaves 
office. But in January, at 
Netanyahu's INsistence, 
that limit was extended by 
a ministerial committee to 
one year. 

On Sunday, the same min- 
isterial committee adopted 
a recommendation from 
the Shin Bet security service 
to reduce the period back 
To six months. 

It said there were no immi- 
nent threats to Netanyahu's 
wife or children. 
Netanyahu's sons Yair and 
Avner, and wife Sara, will 
lose their security detail on 
Monday. 


"When the Shin Bet, Israel 


Police, and the Mossad 
say that there Is no threat 
to the Netanyahu family, 
the decision is easy," Public 
Security Minister Omer Bar- 
lev tweeted following the 
vote. ‘| am counting on the 
Shin Bet and police that if 
there is such a threat, it will 
be uncovered and dealt 
with." 

Netanyahu criticized the 
anticipated decision as po- 
litical in a Facebook video 
released Friday, saying 
there were regular threats 
made against the lives of 
his family and that "the writ- 
ing is on the wall." He called 
onmembers of the commit- 
tee, which included securi- 
ty officials, not to "abandon 
the security of my wife and 
children.'L] 
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As violence I In Haiti spikes, ald groups struggle to help 


By DANICA COTO and 
EVENS SANON 

Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— A spike in violence has 
deepened hunger and 
poverty in Haiti while hin- 
dering the very aid orga- 
nizations combating those 
problems In a _ country 
whose government strug- 
gles to provide basic ser- 
vices. 

Few relief workers are will- 
ing to soeak on the record 
about the cuts — perhaps 
worried about drawing at- 
tention following the Oc- 
tober kidnapping of 17 
people from Ohio-based 
Christian Aid Ministries — 12 
of whom remain held hos- 
tage. 

But several confirmed, with- 
out giving details, that they 
had sent some staff out 
of the country and have 
been forced to temporarily 
cut back aid operations. 
Gang-related kidnappings 
and shootings have pre- 
vented aid groups from 
visiting parts of the capital, 
Port-au-Prince, and be- 
yond where they had previ- 
ously distributed food, wa- 
ter and other basic goods. 
A severe shortage of fuel 
also has kept agencies 
from operating at full ca- 
pacity. 

"It's just getting worse in ev- 
ery way possible," said Mar- 
garett Lubin, Haiti director 
for CORE, a U.S. nonprofit 
organization. 

"You see the situation dete- 
riorating day after day, im- 
pacting life at every level," 





A resident crawls away with a dicnuied bag of rice Shel resideals faniporariy overtook a truck 
loaded with relief supplies, in Vye Terre, Haiti, Aug. 20, 2021, six days after a 7.2 magnitude earth- 
quake hit the area that destroyed tens of thousands of homes and killed more than 2,200 people. 
Associated Press 


Lubin said, adding that aid 
organizations have gone 
into "survival mode." 

Few places in the world 
are so dependent on aid 
groups as Haiti, a nation 
frequently called "the re- 
public of NGOs." Billions of 
dollars in aid have been 
poured through hunareds — 
by some estimates several 
thousand — of aid groups 
even as the government 
has grown steadily weaker 
and less effective. 

Shortly after the July 7 as- 
sassination of the president, 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
assumed leadership of a 
country still trying to regain 
political stability. Nearly all 
the seats in parliament are 


vacant and there's no firm 
date yet for long-delayed 
elections, though Henry 
said he expects them early 
next year. 

Less than a dozen elected 
officials are currently repre- 
senting a country of more 
than 11 million people. 
And in the. streets, 
gangs hold power. 
More than 460 kidnap- 
pings have been reported 
by Haiti's National Police 
so far this year, more than 
double what was reported 
last year, according to the 
United Nations Integrated 
Office in Haiti. 

The agency said Haitians 
are ‘living in hell under 
the yoke of armed gangs. 


the 


Rapes, murders, — thefts, 
armed attacks, kidnap- 
pings continue to be com- 
mitted daily, on popula- 
tions often left to fend for 
themselves in disadvan- 
taged and marginalized 
neighborhoods of Port-au- 
Prince and beyond." 

The agency added: "With- 
out being able to access 
these areas under the con- 
trol of gangs, we are far 
from knowing and mea- 
suring the extent of these 
abuses and what Haitians 
really experience on a dai- 
ly basis... 

"Humanitarian actors have 
also limited their interven- 
tions due to the security 
risks to their staff and ac- 


cess Challenges,” it added. 
Large organizations like the 
U.N. World Food Program 
have found alternate ways 
to help people, such as 
using barges rather than 
vulnerable trucks to ferry 
goods from the capital to 
Haiti's southern region. But 
smaller organizations don't 
always have such means. 
World Vision United States, 
which is based in Feder- 
al Way, Washington and 
helps children in Haiti, told 
The Associated Press that 
it has relocated at least 11 
of 320 employees as a re- 
sult of the violence and is 
taking undisclosed security 
measures for other staff. 
Water Mission, a South Car- 
olina nonprofit, said it's ex- 
ploring relocating to other 
areas in Haiti and it said 
kidnappings and overall 
violence have forced it to 
change staffing plans to 
ensure people's safety. 
"These issues sometimes re- 
sult in slower progress in Our 
ongoing safe water proj- 
ect work," the organization 
said. "However, we con- 
tinue with our work despite 
any temporary interruptions 
that arise." 

The difficulties come at 
a time of growing pleas 
for helo. A magnitude 7.2 
earthquake in mid-August 
destroyed tens of thou- 
sands of homes and killed 
more than 2,200 people. 
The country also Is strug- 
gling to cope with the re- 
cent arrival of more than 
12,000 deported Haitians, 
the majority from the U.S. LJ 
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Testing Center Result in 30 minutes! 
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! §)_ SAME DAY RESULT! 












PCR / Antigen Test 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Centers has improved its services when it comes to 
turn around time for results. As of November its offer- 
ing same day fest results ( previously it was 24 hours) 1 | a CES ey | 
on both PCR and Antigen tests. ' eo Seay” Ay 


This in part is to comply with the updated December 
6, CDC requirement for travel to the United States, 
where all air passengers, regardless of vaccination 
status, must show a negative COVID-19 test taken no 
more than 1 day before travel to the United States. 


MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the Cove Mall is 
opposite the Holiday Inn and is open every day for 
walk-ins from 8 AM through 6 PM. MedCare’s other lo- 
cation Is situated at The Courtyard by Marriott Aruba 
Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel and is 
open every day from 8:00 AM until 2 PM. These two 
locations are at a stone’s throw from your resort, Con- 
dominium, or other vacation accommodation. Walk- 
ins are welcome. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that 
specializes in urgent care for tourists and that has 





been appointed as the national COVID-19 clinic for oe . 

tourists, and Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service mod- COVID-19 testing to accredited by the Dutch Council for Accreditation 
ern medical laboratory with state-of-the-art equip- all. Laboratorio di Ser- (M317). 

ment, have partnered up to provide fast and reliable vicio Is ISO-15189:2012 


For your convenience 
For a selection of resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup 
Testing Centers on site: 


° Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village Beach Re- 
sort, Divi Golf, Divi Tamarijn 

° Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort 

° The Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort 

° Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort and Casino 

° Renaissance Wind Creek Aruba Resort 

° The Ritz-Carlton Resort. 


Please contact your front desk for more information 
on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private 
testing at youraccommodation/hotel room for a one- 
time service fee of $120. This fee covers testing Up to 
10 people (one appointment, at one location and a 
specific time). Additional persons will be charged $10 
per person. Regular testing fees applies.L) 


For more information, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 
Open 7 days a week, 7 AM — 7 PM. 
Email: info@medcare.aw 

MedCare Clinic Aruba - Medcare 

Test Center 


Follow Us on social media: 
MedCare Clinic | Facebook 















Aruba to me...... 
Christmas Edition 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
here for Christmas or New 
Year and we would like to 
portrait you! Send a Christ- 
mas and Happy New Year 
greeting to your loved 
ones, friends or colleagues 
back home. 


Complete the sentence: 
Holiday Greeting from Mer- 
ry Aruba fo .... 


Send your picture with that 
text (including your name 
and where you are from) 
to: news@arubatoday. 
com and we will publish this 
between December 22nd 


and 31st. 


Isn't that a special way to 
show your loved ones that 
even though you are far 
apart you are still close at 
heart everyday. 


Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 
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Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (2am-4pm) 
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Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 


strive To make you a happy 
reader every day again.L] 


page! 
Thank you for supporting 


and Facebook 


our free newspaper, we 





ORANJESTAD - Rules and 
protocols are being re- 
viewed and evaluated on 
a daily basis and adapted 
as per current situation by a 
crisis team, in order to pro- 
tect each and every one 
visiting and residing our is- 
land. 


Covid Status: 

There are currently 196 ac- 
tive cases. 167 are residents 
and 28 non-residents. 177 
deceased. There are 7 per- 
sons hospitalized in Aruba 
of which 5 are in ICU. Due 
to lack of staff at the hos- 
pital they have to send pa- 
tients over to Colombia for 
treatment. There are cur- 
rently 7 persons at the ICU 
in Colombia. 


Vaccination Status: 

A total of 83,857 of the to- 
tal population has been 
vaccinated of — which 
78,294 persons received 
both shots of the vaccine 
and 5,563 received only 
the first shot. Children as 
young as 12 years are be- 
iNg vaccinated. For the se- 
nior population of 60 years 
and older a total of 21,656 


COVID-19 Status on Aruba 


received both shots and 
995 received only the first 
shot. Aruba is administering 
booster shots fo persons 55 
and older 


The measures are as fol- 
lOWS: 


° Curfew: Eliminated. 
° Closing Time: 1:00 
am 

° Restaurants: Max. 8 
people per table. 

° Social Activities and 


Sports: Max. people: 90 in- 
doors, 125 outdoors. 

° Funerals: Max. peo- 
ple: 125 (if the space is ad- 
equately large enough) 


° Area Ban 7:00 pm - 
5:00 am 

° Nightlife: Dancing is 
not permitted 

° Entertainment: Max 
5 musicians on stage. 

° Gathering Ban: 
Max. 6 people. 


The following measures re- 
main applicable: 

° Masks: Use of masks 
is mandatory inside at all 
establishments. 

° Alcohol: Ban of al- 
cohol on public roads: 24 
hours. 





° Social Distancing: Continue maintaining so- cial distance.) 
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TESTING 





= At the 
s Paseo 





FASY! 


Mall 





y Herencia PCR $75 
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VERY 
Next day gentle 
results swabbers 


ANTIGEN ANTIGEN $35 





JUST WALKIN! 
No appointment 
needed. 
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Attractions and Sightseeing locations in Aruba 


stalled in 2015 and pay 
homage to the rich history 
of Aruba’'s horse trading 


ORANJESTAD — There are 
enough sightseeing loca- 
tions on the island fo fill up 
a month-long’ vacation. 
Aruba's beaches are a big 
attraction, and although it’s 
great to spend long days 
just relaxing on the beach 
and listening to the ocean, 
there are also plenty of op- 
portunities to get to know 
Aruba's most attractive 
sights, historical and natural 
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anreiciions. and museums. 


Check out these attractions 
you don’t want to miss! 


Blue Horses in Downtown, 


Oranjestad 
This series of 8 sculotures 
were created by na- 


tive Aruban artist Osaira 
Muyale. She named the 
oroject Paarden- Badi, 
which translates to “Horse 
Bay’. The statues were in- 


industry. In the 17th Cen- 
tury Aruba was used by 
many countries (Europe, 
South America, Caribbean 
islands, and the Mediter- 
ranean) as a trading post. 
The most popular being 
cattle and horse trading. 
Horses were once the most 
important sources of liveli- 
hood for Aruba. 

For 4 centuries the horse 
and cattle trade ran 
strong. At any given time 
Aruba was home fo herds 
of thousands of horses that 
roamed the island. Aruba 
being the perfect trading 
post encouraged an ex- 
tremely diverse culture and 
is the reason almost all Aru- 
bans soeak more than 1 or 
2 languages. 
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Each of the 8 bright royal 
blue horses is unique and 
carries its own name and 
personality. Pictured above 
is the mare Sinforosa, but 
you can also find Saturnina, 
Escapia, Rosalina, Eufro- 
sina, Ambrosio, Bonifacia, 
and Celestina. The sculp- 
tures embody © strength, 
nobility, grace, beauty 
and freedom. They repre- 
sent the historical moment 
where the horses jumped 
from the ship decks into the 
Caribbean and swam to 
the Aruban Bay. 

When you visit Aruba be 
sure to explore downtown 
Oranjestad and try to find 
all 8! 


The Lourdes Grotto 

Named in commemoration 
of the famous French reli- 
gious landmark, was cre- 
ated under the guidance 
of a priest named "Erkamp" 
and parishioners in the year 
1958. The grotto, a shrine 
built into the rocks Is locat- 
ed in Seroe Preto, just off 
the main road to San Nico- 
las. 

A statue of the Virgin 
Mary, weighing 700 kilos, 
was hoisted into place in 
the grotto. Every year, on 
February 11 (feast of Lady 
of Lourdes), a procession 
leaves from the St. There- 
sita church in San Nicolas 
to the grotto, where a mass 
is performed. The grotto Is 
located road-side and can 
be visited daily. Just make 
sure you park safely in the 


event you wish to stop for 
pictures at this location. 


Bubali Bird Sanctuary 
Watch more than 80 spe- 
cies of migratory birds from 
the Bubali watch tower, 
overlooking their resting 
and breeding area. The 
observation tower allows 
birdwatchers to get a true 
birds’ eye view. Migra- 
tory birds, looking for lush 
vegetation in which to 
nest, find an oasis within 
the Bubali Bird Sanctuary. 
The nearby water treat- 
ment facility empties into 
two inter-connected man- 
made bird ponds. Birds that 
inhabit the sanctuary in- 
clude herons, egrets, gulls, 
skimmers, Coots, ducks and 
more. Located within walk- 
ing distance of the Palm 
Beach resorts, the Buballi 
Bird Sanctuary offers some 
Unique bird watching op- 
portunities. You can’t miss it 
as it is located just in front 
of the historical Old Dutch 
Windmill. Make sure to 
bring your camera as many 
of these birds will randomly 
fly by the observation tower 
giving a little show. This is a 
great place to bring kids 
for a Unique and possibly 
once-in-a-lifetime | oppor- 
tunity to be so close to the 
untamed. 


The happiest island in the 
Caribbean is so much more 
than just sun, 


sea.L] 


sand and 
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Inflation is painfully high, but some relief may be coming 
irs 


By STAN CHOE and CATHY 
BUSSEWITZ 

AP Business Writers 

NEW YORK (AP) — Inflation 
is painfully high, but this 
hopefully is close to as bad 
as it gets. 

Consumer prices rose 6.8% 
for the 12 months ending in 
November, a 39-year high. 
Many economists expect 
inflation to remain near this 
level a few more months 
but to then moderate 
through 2022 for a variety 
of reasons. And they don't 
see arepeat of the 1970s or 
early 1980s, when inflation 
ran above 10% for frighten- 
ingly long stretches. 
Households could even 
see relief in some areas 
within weeks. Prices have 
dropped on global markets 
for crude oil and natural 
gas, which its filtering into 
lower prices at the pump 
and for home heating. That 
should keep inflation some- 
what in check, even if pric- 
es keep rising elsewhere in 
the economy. 

To be sure, economists 
say inflation will likely stay 
higher than it was before 
the pandemic, even after 
it eases through 2022. More 
often than not in the last 10 
years, inflation was below 
2%, and it even scraped 
below zero during parts of 
2015. The bigger danger 
then was too-low inflation, 
which can also lead to a 
weak economy. 

"This is not going to be an 
easy fix," said Nela_ Rich- 
ardson, chief economist at 
ADP. "Just because infla- 
tion will eventually moder- 
ate doesn't mean that pric- 
es are going to go down. 
They're up. We're just lower- 
ing the rate of change, not 
the level of prices." 

Russell Price, chief econo- 
mist at Ameriprise, expects 
inflation to peak at 7.1% in 
December and January, 
for example. After that, he 
expects the inflation rate to 
fall toward 4% by the sum- 
mer and below 3% by the 
end of the year, but to stay 
above 2% through 2023. 
One reason for the mod- 
eration, he said, is improv- 
Ing supply chains. They had 
become ensnarled when 
the global economy sud- 
denly returned to life follow- 
ing its brief shutdown, and 
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No Surcharge ATM 


Gasoline prices are displayed at a station in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2021. 


economists hope increas- 
ing availability of every- 
thing from computer chips 
to shipping containers will 
help inflation to ease. 

‘It’s In no one's interests to 
have the supply chain as 
disruptive as if has been," 
Price said. 

Then there's the Federal 
Reserve. Wall Street ex- 
pects the Fed to say this 
upcoming week that it will 
accelerate its exit from a 
monthly bond-buying pro- 
gram meant to support the 
economy. That would open 
the door for it to begin rais- 
ing short-term interest rates. 
Both the bond buying and 
low rates are intended to 
sour borrowing, which gets 
people and companies to 
buy more things. That can 
help drive inflation higher, 
as demand outstrips sup- 
ply. 

The U.S. government. will 
also potentially offer less 
aid to households in 2022, 
whether that's through 
child tax credit payments 
or beefed-up unemploy- 
ment benefits. That could 
also lead to fewer purchas- 
es by Americans, further 
lessening the pressure on 


inflation. 

Most immediately, Ameri- 
cans should see swings in 
inflation via energy costs. 

A gallon of regular gasoline 
has fallen about 2.4% over 
the last month, to a little less 
than $3.35 per gallon on 
Friday, according to AAA. 
That's progress, though driv- 
ers are still paying far higher 
prices than last year, when 
a gallon of regular was only 
$2.16. 

The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration forecasts 
gasoline will droop again to 
an average of $3.13 in De- 
cember and to $2.88 for 
all of 2022 after averaging 
$3.39 last month, the high- 
est since 2014. 

"That should provide some 
relief for consumers when 
they go to fill up their tanks. 
Now how much. relief? 
That's really hard to tell," 
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said Andrew Gross, sookes- 
man for AAA. "It's really hard 
to gauge what sort of world 
events are happening. And 
it really doesn't take much 
to spike oil prices." 

Oil prices have dropped 
for @ number of reasons. 
On one side, nations have 
made agreemenis to boost 
oil supplies. On the other, 
the omicron variant of the 
coronavirus dented ex- 
oectations for demand on 
worries It would Cause lock- 
downs and canceled trav- 
el. Benchmark U.S. crude oil 
has fallen nearly 15% since 
the start of November. 
Home heating costs are 
also likely to be lower than 
projected, although | bills 
will still likely be higher than 
last year, as prices for natu- 
ral gas fall with other fuels 
on global markets. 

The average cost to heat a 
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home this winter will be an 
estimated $972, according 
to Mark Wolfe, executive 
director of the National En- 
ergy Assistance Directors 
Association. That's less than 
the $1,056 his group was 
projecting in October, but 
still higher than the $888 
consumers paid to heat 
their homes last year. 

"This is a Consumer beware 
situation," Wolfe said. "Don't 
get your hopes up that 
prices are going to come 
down fo last years levels." 
Perhaps the biggest wild- 
card in where inflation is 
heading is what happens 
with workers’ Wages. 
Workers across the country 
are fighting for higher pay. 
Deere & Co. employees re- 
cently won a deal that will 
deliver 10% raises immedi- 
ately, for example. 

Usually, companies — will 
try tO pass such increases 
along to their customers 
through higher prices. And 
with the unemployment 
rate low and companies 
chasing after workers — 
there were nearly 1.5 job 
openings at the end of Oc- 
tober for every person on 
unemployment — the pres- 
sure may be building for 
faster wage gains. 

On top of that is whether 
the spike already seen in in- 
flation will scare U.S. house- 
holds into soeeding Up pur- 
chases to get ahead of any 
further price increases. That 
could create its own feed- 
back loop, driving prices 
higher. 

"We've seen a real aware- 
ness on Main Street that 
prices have gone up," 
ADP's Richardson said. 

‘If S a concern because 
when you're battling infla- 
tion on multiple fronts — It's 
not just the supply chain, 
it's not just the labor market 
shortages, but now you've 
got the consumer who's in 
the mix — If just increases 
the difficulty in bringing in- 
flation under control." 
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CROSSWORD 


By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS DOWN 
1 Spooky = 1 Mighty 
board tree 
GDeadly 2 Coffee 
11 Fiery dispenser 
crime 3 Equal: 
12 Andean Prefix 
aninial 4 One who 
13 Drawer changes 
pulls occupa: Saturday's answer 
" rane tions off€N 48 Close with 31 Biol. or 
5 Ph otog- q bang geol. 
15 aan rapher 49 App 34 Rodeo 
17 Finish pul makeup rope 
iaviesdenie 6 Botanical sq Owl eall 35 Dull pain 
lypes Snapper 21 Winter 36 Highway 
22 Stunt plane a Olympics 37 Math 
maneuver. Sik competitor course 
DF Paticcere @Otwild 24Former 40 Devoured 
workers 9 & Murch spouses 4? Pants 
27 Take as reply 25 Ascend part 
one's own WTouch 26Collec- 43 One — 
29 Playful down tions time 
sprite 16 Beatles 28Cresper 44 Great 
30 Gauges descriplor supporter = weight 
a2 Vit fe 1a d c, a ee "7 
‘aah PPP SP PPP EP 
33 Solitary 
sorts 
35 Gallery fill 
38 Neeson of 
“Taken” 
39 Heef 
material 
41 Dropped- 
tomate 
sound 
45 Half of 
Hispanicla 
46 Take care 
of 
47 Borders 
48 Heart, for 
one 
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J2-13 CRYPTOQLOTE 
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Fox anchor Chris Wallace makes his 
own news with move to CNN 





Moderator Chris Wallace of Fox News speaks as President Don- 
ald Trump and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice 
President Joe Biden participate in the first presidential debate in 
Cleveland on Sept. 29, 2020. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Veteran 
anchor Chris Wallace has 
left Fox News after 18 years 
for CNN, dealing a signifi- 
cant blow to Fox's news Op- 
eration at a time that it has 
been overshadowed by 
the network's opinion side. 
Wallace delivered the sur- 
prising news that he was 
leaving at the end of the 
“Fox News Sunday’ show he 
moderates, and within two 
hours CNN announced he 
was joining its new stream- 
ing service as an anchor. 
CNN+ is expected to debut 
in early 2022. 

"It is the last time, and | say 
this with real sadness, we 
will meet like this," Wallace, 
who is 74, said on his show, 
which airs on the Fox net- 
work and Is later rerun on 
Fox News Channel. "Eigh- 
teen years ago, the bosses 
here at Fox promised me 
they would never interfere 
with a guest | booked or a 
question | asked. And they 
kept that promise." 
Wallace was a_ veteran 
broadcast network news- 
man, working at both ABC 
and NBC News, before the 
late Roger Ailes lured him 
to Fox with the promise of 
his own Sunday show. Me- 
thodical and never showy 
— in contrast to his father 
Mike, the legendary "60 
Minutes" reporter — Chris 
Wallace was known. for 
his willingness to ask hard 
questions of all guests no 
matter their politics. 

He was the first Fox News 
personality to moderate a 
presidential debate, do- 
ing It in 2016 and 2020. The 
debate he moderated last 
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year went off the rails when 
then-President Donald 
Trump repeatedly interrupt- 
ed Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden. 

"He is the most tenacious 
interviewer in the television 
business, based on intense 
oreparation and plain old 
persistence," said Howard 
Kurtz, host of Fox's "Media 
Buzz." "He has the kind of 
seasoned judgment that 
only comes from so many 
years of Covering political 
issues and he may be the 
best debate moderator 
ever. 

Kurtz said it was "a major 
loss for Fox News, no ques- 
tion about It." 

Wallace generally co- 
existed with Fox's opinion 
side and infrequently took 
them on publicly, although 
in 2017 he said it was "bad 
form" when opinion hosts 
bashed the media. 

But he had grown privately 
frustrated with the overall 
tenor at Fox, where conser- 
vative opinion hosts have 
been elevated and ampll- 
fied, particularly after the 
network's ratings took a 
brief hit following the 2020 
election. The network oust- 
ed two news executives 
involved in the controver- 
sial — but correct — Elec- 
tion Night declaration that 
Biden had won in Arizona, 
a call that infuriated Re- 
oublican Trump. 

Wallace had _ expressed 
his concern about the stri- 
dent opinion programming 
to Fox executives multiole 
times, including recent- 
ly after Tucker Carlson's 
documentary on the Jan. 


6 Capitol insurrection, "Pa- 
triot Purge," aired on Fox's 
streaming service. Two Fox 
News contributors, Jonah 
Goldberg and Stephen 
Hayes, cited that program 
in choosing to quit the net- 
work. Wallace was one of 
Qa prominent triumvirate of 
straight-news anchors at 
Fox who offered a contrast 
to popular opinion hosts 
such as Carlson and Sean 
Hannity. Shepard Smith left 
in 2019 and is now doing a 
news show at CNBC. Bret 
Baier remains at Fox as host 
of a Washington-based 
evening news program. 

His track record had given 
Wallace a large measure 
of independence at Fox, 
despite the network's over- 
all tilt. "| have been free to 
report to the best of my 
ability, to cover the stories | 
think are important, to hold 
our country's leaders to ac- 
count,’ he said on Sunday. 
It's been a great ride." 

His Gnnouncement came 
as a surprise; even guests 
on his show Sunday hadn't 
been tipped off they were 
seeing his finale. 

In contrast to when Smith 
left, Wallace was coming to 
the end of his contract with 
Fox. But he turned down an 
offer for a multiyear exten- 
sion and pay raise to leave 
for CNN. 

"We are extremely proud of 
our journalism and the stel- 
lar team that Chris Wallace 
was a part of for 18 years,” 
Fox said on Sunday. "The 
legacy of 'Fox News Sun- 
day’ will continue." 

Until a successor is named, 
Fox said Wallace will be re- 
placed by a rotating series 
of guest anchors, including 
Baier, John Roberts, Shan- 
non Bream, Martha Mac- 
Callum, Jennifer Griffin, Neil 
Cavuto, Dana Perino and 
Bill Hemmer. 

Wallace said that he want- 
ed to ‘try something new, 
to go beyond politics to all 
the things I'm interested in." 
In CNN's announcement, 
he said, ‘| look forward to 
the new freedom and flex- 
ibility streaming affords in 
interviewing major figures 
across the news landscape 
— and finding new ways to 
tell stories."L) 
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‘The internet's on fire’ as techs race fo fix software flaw 


BOSTON (AP) — A critical 
vulnerability in a _ widely 


used software tool — one 
quickly exploited in the on- 
line game Minecraft — Is 


rapidly emerging as ad ma- 
jor threat to organizations 
around the world. 

"The internet's on fire right 
now, said Adam Meyers, 
senior vice president of 
intelligence at the cyber- 
security firm Crowdstrike. 
“People are scrambling to 
patch," he said, “and alll 
kinds of people scrambling 
to exploit it.” He said Friday 
morning that in the 12 hours 
since the bug's existence 
was disclosed that it had 
been ‘fully weaponized," 
meaning malefactors had 
developed and distributed 
tools to exploit it. 

The flaw may be the worst 
computer vulnerability dis- 
covered in years. It was 
Uncovered in a utility that's 
Ubiquitous in cloud serv- 
ers and enterprise — soft- 
ware used across industry 
and government. Unless it 
is fixed, If grants criminals, 
soles and programming 
novices alike easy access 
to internal networks where 
they can loot valuable 
data, plant malware, erase 
crucial information and 
much more. 

‘I'd be hard-pressed fo think 
of a company that's not at 
risk," said Joe Sullivan, chief 
security officer for Cloud- 
flare, whose online infra- 
structure protects websites 
from malicious actors. Un- 
told millions of servers have 
it installed, and experts said 
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Lydia Winters shows off Microsoft's "Minecraft" built specifically 
for HoloLens at the Xbox E3 2015 briefing before Electronic Enter- 
tainment Expo, June 15, 2015, in Los Angeles. 


the fallout would not be 
known for several days. 
Amit Yoran, CEO of the cy- 
bersecurity firm Tenable, 
called it "the single biggest, 
most critical vulnerability 
of the last decade" — and 
possibly the biggest in the 
history of modern comput- 
INg. 

The vulnerability, dubbed 
‘Log4Shell,, was rated 10 
ona scale of one to 10 the 
Apache Software Founda- 
tion, which oversees de- 
velooment of the software. 
Anyone with the exploit 
can obtain full access to an 
Unpatched computer that 
uses the software, 

Experts said the extreme 
ease with which the vul- 
nerability lets an attacker 
access a web server — no 
password required — Is 
what makes it so danger- 
OUS. 

New Zealand's computer 
emergency response team 
was among the first to re- 
port that the flaw was be- 
ing “actively exploited in 
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the wild" just hours after it 
was publicly reported Thurs- 
day and a patch released. 
The vulnerability, located 
IN| Open-source Apache 
software used fo run web- 
sites and other web ser- 
vices, was reported to the 
foundation on Nov. 24 by 
the Chinese tech giant Al- 
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ibaba, it said. It took two 
weeks to develop and re- 
lease a fix. 

But patching systems 
around the world could 
be a complicated task. 
While most organizations 
and cloud providers such 
as Amazon should be able 
to update their web servers 
easily, the same Apache 
software is also offen em- 
bedded in third-party pro- 
grams, which often can 
only be updated by their 
owners.L]} 





Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $17,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
2 Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WE 51 Oceanside $52,000 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 
3 Bed Ocean view 513,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $29,000 
? Bed Ocean view $18,000 
1 Bed ocean front $13,000 
1 Bed ocean View $11,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 
1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View 56,500 


** Destination Points $8.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 
2 bed wk 11 unit 101 ground 
floor 

expires 2037 $17,400 

Other weeks are also available, 


We are the #1] 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 





Contact: 
stephanier(a@)conciergerealty.com 
688-888-2204 Ext 109 
Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Stephanie Reidel 
www facebook. com/groupsMamoattArubaSurt 
www facebook com/groups/MamottAmbarOcean 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 








facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


MONDAY 13 secemaeit 2021 14ISPORTS 
Balanced Bucks cruise past short- handed Knicks 112-97 


By DENIS P. GORMAN 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Khris 
Middleton scored 24 points 
and Giannis = Antetok- 
ounmpo had his first triple- 
double of the season to 
lead the Milwaukee Bucks 
to a 112-97 victory over the 
shori-handed New _ § York 
Knicks on Sunday. 

One of seven Bucks in dou- 
ble-digit scoring, Antetok- 
ounmpo had 20 points, 11 
assists and 10 rebounds. 
Bobby Portis Jr. added 19 
points, Rodney Hood had 
14, Jrue Holliday chipped in 
13, Grayson Allen contribut- 
ed 12 and Pat Connaugh- 
ton netted 10. 

"We're seeing different guys 
come in and make plays 
and make shots," Allen said. 
"Different guys are going off 
each night or there will be 
stretches when somebody 
hits some big shots. Tonight 
it was (Portis) for a stretch, 
then (Hood) coming in and 
getting 14 off the bench. 
That's huge.” 

Milwaukee (18-10) never 
trailed as it won its second 
straight game and 10th out 
of 12 overall. 

“We talk a lot about be- 
ing unselfish and making 
the right play, having high- 
IQ guys that are willing to 
make the right pass," Bucks 
coach Mike Budenholzer 
said. ‘It was a good team 
effort." 
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Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Auleiokounmine (34) saves to the basket against New York 
Knicks guard Quentin Grimes (6) and forward Julius Randle (30) during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game in New York, Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021. 


New York (12-15) has lost 
three in a row and seven of 
10. 

In his first NBA start, Quen- 
tin Grimes scored 27 for 
the Knicks and set a team 
record for the most 3-point- 
ers made in a game by a 
rookie with seven. Grimes’ 
27 points were the most 
points by a Knicks rookie in 
a game since 1996-97. 

| always prepare myself for 
a moment like this," Grimes 
said. "But it was definitely a 
surreal moment and | was 
just trying to soak tt all in." 
Derrick Rose and Kevin 


Knox scored 18 points 
apiece, and Immanuel 
Quickley finished with 11. 


The third of four regular- 
season matchups between 
the Eastern Conference 
franchises reinforced why 
the Bucks and Knicks ex- 
ist on significantly different 
plains in the NBA strata. 

Milwaukee came out firing 
on all cylinders, with the 
Bucks leading 9-1 4:07 into 
the game and 26-16 at the 
end of the first quarter. The 
lead was stretched to 54-33 
after Portis’ 3-point play with 
4:28 left in the second quar- 
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ter. At halftime, Milwaukee 
had a 61-48 advantage. 
Turnovers in the first half re- 
ally hurt us," said New York 
coach Tom. Thibodeau, 
whose team committed 
nine turnovers in the first 
two quarters, which led to 
20 points for Milwaukee. 
"You give a team like that 
points like that, it's hard to 
make up. 

But the Knicks fought back 
behind Grimes and Rose in 
the third quarter. 

Grimes scored 12 points, 
all on 3s, Rose had 10 and 
New York cut the deficit to 
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nine on three separate oc- 
casions. 

That was as close as it 
would get. Milwaukee out- 
scored New York 6-1 over 
the final 1:26 of the quarter 
and pushed the advan- 
tage to 19 after Antetok- 
ounmpo's floater with 5:49 
left in the game. 

"We just have a_ great 
team," Hood said. 

TIP-INS 

Bucks: Like he has against 
seemingly every team inthe 
league, Antetokounmpo 
has enjoyed great individ- 
ual success playing against 
New York. Entering the 
matinee, Antetokounmpo 
averaged 21. 9 points, 9.8 
rebounds and four assists in 
28 career games — includ- 
ing 25 starts — against the 
Knicks. He started quickly 
Sunday, having a hand in 
Milwaukee's first nine points 
(four points, two assists) and 
finished the first quarter with 
eight points, four rebounds, 
and two assists. 

Knicks: Starting swingman 
R.J. Barrett and key re- 
serve Obi Toppin missed 
the game because they 
are in the league's health 
and safety protocols, and 
the team announced be- 
fore the game that start- 
ing point guard Alec Burks 
was out due to personal 
reasons. Thibodeau started 
Rose in place of Burks and 
Grimes replaced Barrett. LL) 





American Joey Mantia wins 1,500 in World Cup speedskating 
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Joey Mantia, of the United States, skates during the men's 
1500-meter competition at the ISU World Cup speed skating 
event in Calgary, Alberta, Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021. 


CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Joey Mantia of the United 
States won the men's 1,500 
meters at the World Cup 
soeedskating meet in Cal- 
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gary for the second straight 
week. 

Mantia finished first in 1 
minute, 41.86 seconds — a 
half-second off the track re- 


cord — on Saturday at the 
Calgary Olympic Oval. The 
35-year-old American won 
the 1,500 last weekend on 
home ice in Salt Lake City. 

‘| had a big weekend last 
weekend and | thought | 
would be ready again this 
week, but I'm not, Man- 
tia said. "| was questioning 
whether or not I'd be able 
to do anything this week- 
end. So it's nice to know 
that even not prepared, or 
not what | think | should be 
to win, I'm able to hit the 
OOdium." 

Connor Howe of Canada 
took silver in 1:42.42. Allan 
Dahl Johansson of Norway 
earned bronze at 1:43.27 
for his first individual World 
Cup medal since 2018. 
American Emery Lehman 


was fourth. 

Angelina Golikova of Rus- 
sia earned first World Cup 
victory of the season in the 
women's 500, winning § in 
36.66 seconds. 

Defending Olympic cham- 
pion Nao Kodaira of Ja- 
pan earned silver in 36.76. 
American Erin Jackson took 
bronze at 36.92. 

‘There's a lot of things to 
learn from this and then I'm 
ready to take a little break, 
regroup and come back 
strong, Jackson said. 
Kodaira won the women's 
1,000 in 1:12.51 for her first 
World Cup win of the sea- 
son. American — Brittany 
Bowe claimed silver in 
1:12.54, just 0.03 seconds 
behind. Olga Fatkulina of 
Russia settled for bronze at 
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Bowe was the only one to 
stake a sub-28 second final 
la .127 87. 

"That was one of my best 
finishes I've had," she said. 
lsabelle Weidemamn, Ilvanie 
Blondin and Valerie Maltais 
earned the third straight 
World Cup win for Canada 
in women's team. pursuit. 
They finished in 2:52.06, set- 
ting a national and track 
record. 

Japan took silver and Chi- 
na earned bronze. 

Bart Hoolwerf of the Nether- 
lands won the men's mass 
Start in 7:38.88, securing a 
second Olympic berth for 
the Dutch in the event. Bart 
Swings of Belgium took sil- 
ver and Felix Rijnnenger of 
Germany earned bronze.L) 
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saints end 5-game skid with 30-9 victory over skidding Jets 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 
— Alvin Kamara ran for 120 
yards and a touchdown in 
his return from a four-game 
absence, and the New 
Orleans Saints snapped a 
five-game losing streak with 
a 30-9 victory over the New 
York Jets on Sunday. 
Taysom Hill ran for two 
scores and shook off a 
banged-up finger on his 
throwing hand to pass for 
175 yards for the Saints (6- 
7), Whose skid was. their 
longest since Sean Payton 
took over as coach in 2006. 
Brett Maher added three 
field goals and the defense 
stifled Zach Wilson and New 
York's short-handed offense 
as the Jets (3-10) were elim- 
inated from playoff con- 
tention. They have missed 
the postseason 11 straight 
years, tying the franchise's 
longest drought set from 
1970-80. If is also the lon- 
gest active skid in the NFL. 
Hill, who injured his right 
middle finger in the Saints’ 
previous game, finished 15 
of 21 passing and ran for 73 
yards on 11 carries. 
Kamara, who missed _ four 
games with a_e sprained 
knee, looked fully healthy 
again while carrying the 
ball 27 times in his fifth ca- 
reer 100-yard rushing per- 
formance. He also caught 
four passes for 25 yards. 
New York was missing 
wide receivers Corey Da- 
vis (groin) and Elijah Moore 
(quadriceps) and running 
backs Michael Carter (high 
ankle sprain) and Tevin 
Coleman (concussion) — 
and it showed. The Jets 
went just 3 of 14 on third 
down. 

The rookie was coming off 
his best performance of his 
NFL career, but missed re- 
ceivers short at times and 
overthrew them at others. 
He finished 19 of 42 for 202 
yards. 

After not getting a_ first 
down on their first three 
possessions, Wilson got one 
right away with an 18-yard 
scramble. He converted 
another a few minutes later, 
completing a 14-yard pass 
to a sliding Braxton Berrios 
on fourth-and-7 from the 
35. But the drive stalled and 
Eddy Pineiro, the Jets’ third 
kicker in as many games, 
booted a 36-yard field goal 


to fie if at 3 — prompting 
some mock cheers from 
the MetLife Stadium crowd. 
A few minutes later, an In- 
terference penalty by Jus- 
tin Hardee ona punt by the 
Jets put the Saints at their 
46 to start. And Kamara 
sliced through the Jets' po- 
rous run defense. 

On his fourth straight carry, 
Kamara took the handoff 
from Hill, made a pretty juke 
to slip a tackle attempt by 
Bryce Hall and then zipped 
into the end zone for a 16- 
yard ID that gave New Or- 
leans a 10-3 lead. Kamara 
had 35 yards on four carries 
on the drive. 

Pineiro ended the first half 
with a 46-yarder to make 
it 10-6. The Jets got down 
to the Saints 24, but con- 
secutive penalties on wide 
receiver Denzel Mims — il 





legal hands to the face 
and illegal formation — hin- 
dered the drive. 

Maher's 31-yarder in- 
creased the Saints’ lead to 
13-6 with 58 seconds left 
in the third quarter after 
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New Orleans Saints' Alvin Kamara, left, scores a touchdown dur- 
ing the first half of an NFL football game against the New York 
Jets, Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 


New Orleans chewed up 
9:01 on the drive. Maher 
added a 3/-yarder early in 
the fourth quarter. With the 
Jets trailing by two scores, 
they went for it on fourth- 
and-é from their 49 and Wil- 


sons pass to Keelan Cole 
went off the receiver's out- 
stretched hands as Marcus 
Williams disrupted the play. 
That gave the Saints the 
ball and Hill capped the 
drive with a 2-yard TD run. 
He capped his day with a 
44-yard touchdown scam- 
per — the longest of his ca- 
reer — with 1:07 remaining. 
INJURIES 

Jets RB Austin Walter was 
active, but didn't play be- 
cause of an illness, the 
team announced midway 
through the second quar- 
ter. 

IN MEMORY 

The Jets held a moment of 
silence before the game 
in honor of former wide re- 
ceiver Demaryius Thomas, 
who died Thursday night in 
his suburban Atlanta home 
at 33.) 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


ORCHID CASINO 
Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 
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Indulge yourself with an Evening 
to Remember at Water's Edge 


Restaurant & Bar 


EAGLE BEACH — Located at Cos- 
ta Linda Beach Resort between 
its captivating swimming pool 
and the amazing world-famous 
Eagle Beach Aruba, you will 
find ‘Water’s Edge Restaurant; a 
cozy, relaxing & inspiring Aru- 
ban restaurant. Serving the most 
mouthwatering dishes of all over 
the world to please all your taste 
buds with its popular and de- 
manding international selection. 


If you're looking for a phenom- 
enal dinner experience that has 
all the ingredients for a wonder- 
ful gastronomic night, then you 
should book at least one night 
of your stay at Water’s Edge Res- 
taurant. Designed to pamper alll 
your senses and cover all of your 
needs with an amazing § staff 
to attend to your every wish, 
whether in the fine dining room 
or under a palapa with your toes 
in the sand. 


Gastronomic journey 

Kick start the night with a great, 
refreshing and most delicious 
cocktail mixed with concoctions 
before the grand tour of an ex- 
traordinary culinary experience. 
Start your journey with an exqui- 
site appetizer such as the daily 
fresh made Water’s Edge cevi- 
che or maybe a world known 
jumbo shrimp cocktail followed 
by the Chef’s special of seafood 
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WATER’S EDGE 


h, RESTAURANT & BAR 
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such as the Spicy Caribbean 
Seafood pasta, Mahi Mahi or 
pan fried Red Snapper served 
with Aruban creole sauce or 
garlic lemon butter. For the 
carivores among us there are 
choices of 8 ounce seasoned 
Filet Mignon, 12 ounce Rib Eye 
steak or a French Rack of Lamb 
seasoned and grilled to perfec- 
tion. With choices of extra sides 
of fresh asparagus, seasonal 
vegetables, mashed or baked 
potatoes, fries or rice and beans. 
Combine your personal choice 
with one of the most exclusive 
wines from the great selection 
of international wines to com- 
pliment your dish. Kids will enjoy 
every item of the specially com- 
piled kids menu. Vegetarians 
will enjoy the roasted vegetable 
pasta tossed in a light butter 
sauce and topped with freshly 
shaved parmesan cheese. As 
desserts the choices are wild. 
Homemade key lime pie, co- 
conut flan served with caramel 
sauce and whipped cream or 
a NY cheese cake, chocolate 
brownie with chocolate sauce 
vanilla ice cream and whipped 
cream or a delicious oven fresh 
carrot cake served with orange 
sauce and candied pecans. 





Whether it is the best seafood, 
steaks, chicken, pasta, or your 
continental favorites the reason- 
ably priced menu offers a mod- 
ern twist and features generous 
portions and Chef's specials. 





Creating memories 

Planning a birthday or anniver- 
sary dinnere Water's Edges Res- 
taurants gives you the perfect 
gift. Here, you will receive a nice 
bottle of champagne to take 
home with you to extend your 
experience even further wheth- 
er on the beach or your own pri- 
vate balcony. 


Live entertainment: 

Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best lo- 
cal artists for you to enjoy. On 
Monday & Saturday, Angela 
Flores, will delight you with her 
violin. Tuesday, Jean Paul, Sax- 
ophonist, will get you moving. 
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E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 
www.costalinda-aruba.com 





On Wednesday's and Sunday's 
singer Paula Ridderstap will 
make you sing along to all her 
tunes. Thursday’s and Friday’s 
guitarist Ricky Thomas will make 
you find your groove. And also 
on Sunday's Tico Kock will make 
you dance away fo the sounds 
of his steel drum. Whether you’re 
in a romantic mood or more in 
a swinging mood, there Is abso- 
lutely a night especially for you. 
In addition, the best happy hour 
in Aruba happens right here. 
Water's Edge Restaurant of- 
fers three Happy Hours daily (12 
noon- 1pm, 4pm- 6pm, with 
complimentary hors d'oeuvres 
served by circulating staff, and 
again from 9 pm — 10 pm) with 
all premium brands specially 
priced. 


Whether it’s for breakfast, lunch 
or dinner, Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant & Bar offers a relaxed and 
inspirational dining experience 
overlooking the beautiful Eagle 
Beach with spectacular sunset 
views. Gather with friends and 
family for drinks and appetizers 
or a night of pampering and re- 
laxation. 


Water's Edge Restaurant & Bar 
is located at Costa Linda Beach 
Resort. 


Open daily from 8am —- 1lom 

To reserve your table please call 
+297 583-8000 ext. 8150 

For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
www.watersedge-aruba.com L} 


